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Borgerhout, 16 July 1957

Dear I'en,

Sorry to have neglected you for so long, not only by not
dropping you = line, but azlso because there have been no publications
from here for some months, which would at lesst have glven me on
excuse for the delsy of this letter.

0f course, 1 could dreg In the ¢ld standby of having had
too much work, I could even say thot I had to play with Sonie in-
stead of engaging in fanac, or I could zccuse my wife of locking awey
che typewriter....

But then, I'm not the ordinary type of publishing fan,
cwesting awey next to the & plicetor. It doesn't behove someone of
uv stature, end I must have told you of the slave L keep locked up
aratalrs to turn the hendle of our husy KRoneograph.

It seews he couldn't hold the pace, and after lagging behind
a hit In the early months of the year, he finally revolted agalnst
his mester, sad escaped to s senstorium in the IFlandres. Needless to
say I limmediately put the bloodhounds on his tracks, and having found
nim, I heve srxrranged for the necessary extraction papers,wh ilch are
now In the process of being validated by the court.

He'll be back within a four - five weeks, and then of course
will follow sweet retribution. ( This plug pays for these stuncils).

I am sorry thalt so wmeny errors sre slipping pzst we -~ but the devil
took his favorite drink with him when I» left.

Une thing has been bothering me the last few days.

assuming that a fan brought a ifriend along to New York, and
assuming that he had gsome time to waste,meaning that he wouldn't be
500 rushed to get to any set destination, how would he get to such
zonumental pleces in the States as Boston,Bsltimore,Hagerstown,Clevelend
I"'ond du Lac to mention only a few...

Ee'd be encumbered with a bit of bagage of course, sport from
the fact that he'd arrive praoctically penniless. 1've tried to find
a solution, but haven't found much, to which end 1'm chucking the
problem intoy your laps. licedstossing sround a2 blt, and aayway,ther’'s
no immediste hurry.

Problem number two doesn't yet exist.

Oh yes, that guery of yours about my future publication
echedule., Well, 1 have learned a lesson from the events of the past
Zow months, and there will be a bit of a slowdown on the publishing

“e, while T shaoll increase the correspondence sngle. 1 intend %o
ris CONTACT back on 2 regular schedule,and thzt will be my maln contri
oittion to the publicetion field. Alpha will not fold, but new subs
won't be accepted, and from the looks of Lt 1 wuldn't advise :nyone
vuylng sheres in thet perticular megazine. Penjen,which mey or may not
Pe cowbined with Tiot, will appear at least wwice & yeer, with a real
c.fiort being mede to put it ou @ guarterly basis.Of the other titles
nnly J hes a chance to get anywhere the next yeor or so. The outlook
isn't too exciting asyou gsse, and certainly could do with some impro-
vements, but what cen you expect in these days. Even the Sunday papers
are threatened with closure.

something seems to heve been forgotten in the melee of the
128t couple of months, namely the D.LGIUM IN 1958 campaign. siven atb
thais date, and without any specific dates or prices mentioned, several
reople heve made inquiries and even made definite promises of sttend-
ing anything I could arrange for them.



Well, I have recently hed @ look round, and as I'm not expec-
ting to¢ lorge @ party, I think I ccold arrange something fairly inte-
resting. There's e hotel in Antwerp that bears the appropriate name of
CiCIL, and it besrs the names of Mills snd Bennett on its register.,
Both heve recommended it as being suiteble. There are a couple of halls
availeble for gpeciaml events, and the prices are very reasonable, at
least that ls this fon's opinion of being asked for ounly about 10/- or .
%1.50 for bed and breakiast.

Aintwerp is half an hour cistant from Brussels by direct train,
and the fares that would resuli from stayliug. ln Antwerp snd yet visiting -
the fgir at Brussels would be eagily recuperated because of the cheap
otel price. _

In order to ensure the best of service,a period outside the
normal holidey period would bhe most favorable of course.June o0r beginning
July sound attractive in this respect,although there isn't too much
vojection esgeinst holding it during the tourist season. Being in a party
£ twenty or more by the wey will offer the added attraction that you'd
»e 1llable to receive an adequate discount on train fares and sdmission
v the World Palr grounds, 1f they cre operated on the same base as other
- ibrections,end during normal years. I even gatheér that there will be =mum
- wveral speclal buslines lald on between Antwerp and fhe Falr Grounds
shich probably be most glad to handle a small party-at decreased rates.

wverything considered, 1'd like to hear whether fhere'd still.

+ enough people interested in trippilng over, -for me to mske more com<
lete enduiries. why not mention the matter to friends, after =ll,it
wes the 1959 world PFalr that really sterted large conventio s golng,
ad we shoulan't let a new World Fair go @ st without psying some
-decunte tribute to this fact. _

Did I tell you that it will be impossible for me to attend ..~
v London affair after all? Yes, I have to be back Monday morning
“irst thing at the cffice, and no bu s about it. Well, it would seenm
*atle r hersh to have to leave the ccu: on the Sunday morning o get back
here In time - so I'1l just wave at the plane that'll carry Eric and
Terry back to Englend. And of course, I'1ll try and make the Belgium in
58 affair a real thing. vot having to go too far should ascertain my
attending thet one!

Oh yes, I nearly forgot you asked me about the family. We're
=11 doing fine, thanks. Rosa has gone back to the Rolmop because she
crenldn't get used to the changed hours and the different climnbts she
wee getting at the new place, and her heslth has completely turned for
the best sfter that bad spot last year. Sonia still hasn't lost her
good looks and charming attitude. In fact she was so enchanting (most of
the time) last weekend we almost saw her carried off by the Mills familiy.
They gave me a second Lloock, but I couldn't really compete.

ind of course,me,l'm feeling fine, My Ffingers hurt gulte a bit
v oW,having been typing for quite some time, and that's been a long,long
same since they had to take similar punishment. But that shoulder healed
remarkably well, and doesn't trouble me at 1l now. You should have seen
7.lis' face when he saw my entics. Lrawback was that I couldn't get him
tu a0 the washing up now...had ne excuse for not doing It myself....

Oh well, I gather that's abcut all the news for the moment.You
~auw I'm honstly glad to be back behind the typer agein, end I'm cer-
v..nly looking forward to the return of my unfaithful slave. Lhen we'll

215t bashing out stanclils agaln, This is just a little practice run.

Until then, I trust you'll drink to my sliave's wellbeing, as

211 as %o : :
Yours N Cran

o
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1957 TAFF RESULTS

: | VI E T 40 (g 7
_/ 1 c _r[—f'.
i.Bob MADLE 486
2.3tuart EOrPdAN 316
Z.Richard oisY 237
A.Richard ~LLINGTON 158
5.Boyd RalnBURN 135
o.Forry ACKERMAN 65
7.&d tcNULTY 54
3.George N,RAYBIU 44

Lovelanu,Chio -~ 5 July:

Don Ford, in charge of the TAMF balloting,
announced that 259 bzllots had been received.
{Since this would make 1554 votes spparently
three peorle aldn't fill in the last two places
on thelr ballots.) TMull payment for a round-trip
plene fare ior the Tal'l winner has been made,
plus a one-dollar wsi's meuwbership fee. bDon
hasn't finished bYalancing the books yet, but
unolfficislly informs that the TAl'F basnk balance
now exrenses are paid,is § 735.50, with sn unknown
sum in the hands of Sterling area TikFF mamager
Ken Bulmer. This doesn't include about & 12 in
silver still 1n Don's hands,possible recelpts
from late ballots, or the results of the TAFD
) appeal to the progzines. (Eney).
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latest nidWesCon a new plan of TAFF balloting
was recommended.

After coasldering the new method,the present
method (three plsces with a total of six polints)
and two others ihich noboay could understand,
much less opersted ,the Con voted approvel of a
single-choice system. Under such a system each
voter would cast his basllot for one candidete—-
no seconda or third place votes.

"This of course,is not binding",explained Don
Pord,current Tal'f manager,"but the next person
can use Lt 28 o strong expression of opinion to
guide him." (sney ).
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Apart from the page heading, no editorial
commnent isbeling mede at this date. The discussion
will be re-opened with the regular resumptlion
of publication immediately after the Worldcon,

I won't be there, Jd



TRa ViLITiG .[!'-U.l
hllls Mills who hes now defiuitely
succeeded o the title first used
by Ron Bennetvt,srrived at Antwerp
Friday,12 July to spend the weekend
at the one-time center of Coutinens
tal fansac.

Accompsnlied by his parents (who

s0id Americen tourists area't nice?)

and the Jansen Tamily several ex-

cursions were made to places usually

hidden from foreign tourists.

This viglitv was preceded by a trip
to Vesoul,rrence,where Jean and
drnie Linerd were abducted and only
returned siver an exheusting week
in Gormany.

;nu“COh ATERA CTION

firic BensclLlie mﬁd Terry Jeeves
will be vigiting Autwerp prior 1o
sttending the London convention,
Hotel prices at 10/- for bed snd
breakfast wmey ottract other visi-
tors. They too be welcomed here,
TIte me ior ;urther lniormﬁtlon

SUBBCRIBBRS3

11 1 heve run off thh JOUI money
I'm 8%ill excuad to keep up my
end of the bargain. Due to an
uafortunate illness of our galley
slave, 1t hed been lmpossible o
print any material (unless I paid
astronomical prices). Chanse of
jobs of wife snd change of school
of daughter compllcated matters
no end - 80 that 2 rest was deem-
ed necessary.

With the return of our printer
in August regulaxr publication
will be resumed towards the middle
of September,after my own family
holidays. 1 sincerely regret
having occasioned worry about my
Own person iln some quarters,pos-
sibly some worry about the sgub
price in other places. 1 hope
this softens herd feelings.

I trust correspondents of this
magozine will resume actvivities
in good time,.
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